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AND 

DEMOCRACY 


DO  Communists  believe  in  democracy  ? 

Does  democracy  exist  in  the  Soviet 
Union  ? 

If  the  answer  to  these  questions  is 
“  Yes  ”  how  do  we  explain  the  fact  that 
only  one  party  is  legal  in  the  Soviet  Union  ? 


How  do  we  explain  the  existence  of  a  sceret 
political  police  in  the  Soviet  Union  ?  How 
do  we  explain  the  fact  that  there  is  not 
complete  freedom  for  people  to  travel  to 
and  from  the  Soviet  Union  ? 


What  is  democracy? 


TO  answer  these  questions  it  is  first 
necessary  to  define  what  we  mean  by 
democracy. 

“  Democracy,”  like  “  freedom  ”  and 
“  liberty,”  is  a  word  the  meaning  of  which 
the  opponents  of  democracy  prefer  to  keep 
vague.  Like  the  terms  “  Western  civilisa¬ 
tion,”  and  “  The  British  way  of  life  ”  the 
term  “  Democracy  ”  is  meant  to  impress 
and  not  to  enlighten. 

We,  however,  are  concerned  with  en¬ 
lightenment  and  are  prepared  to  define 
what  we  mean  by  democracy. 

Democracy  is  a  majority  expression  of  will 
among  people  who  stand  in  equal  relation  to 
one  another. 

Therefore  as  long  as  there  are  the 
inequalities  that  arise  from  class  society, 
there  can  be  no  question  of  all  the  people 
standing  in  equal  relation  to  one  another. 
It  was  this  fact  that  Abraham  Lincoln  left 
out  of  account  when  he  defined  democracy 
as  being  “  Government  of  the  people,  for 
the  people,  by  the  people  ”  and  which  has 
been  left  out  of  account  ever  since  by  Con¬ 
servative  and  Labour  Party  exponents  of 
“  democracy.” 

It  will  be  argued,  of  course;  that  all 
the  people  of  this  country  have  equal 


rights  and  therefore  do  actually  stand  in 
equal  relation  to  one  another.  Is  this  so  ? 
Have  all  the  British  people  equal  rights 
and  do  they  stand  in  equal  relation  to  one 
another? 

Does  the  worker  over  whom  the  em¬ 
ployer  has  the  power  of  “  hiring  and 
firing  ”  stand  in  equal  relation  to  that 
employer  ? 

Does  the  worker  who  has  to  work  to  live 
stand  in  equal  relation  to  the  shareholder 
who  lives  without  doing  a  hand’s  turn  ? 

Does  the  worker  who  has  the  right  to 
one  vote  at  election  time  stand  in  equal 
relation  to  Lord  Rothermere  who  also  has 
the  right  to  one  vote  but  who  controls  the 
policy  of  newspapers  that  circulate  in 
millions  of  copies  ? 

Of  course  the  worker  has  the  right  to 
hire  and  fire  other  workers  if  he  wishes. 
Pie  has  the  right  to  buy  and  sell  gold  shares 
if  he  wants  to.  He  has  the  right  to  own  a 
newspaper  with  a  million  circulation,  to 
send  his  children  to  Harrow  and  to  lunch 
at  the  Savoy  if  he  so  desires,  but  he  will 
require  something  more  substantial  than 
the  right  to  do  these  things  if  he  is  to  achieve 
equal  standing  with  those  who  enjoy 
power  and  privilege  to-day.  He  will  also 
need  the  opportunity. 


The  right 

THE  right  that  rides  roughshod  over  all 
the  other  rights  is  the  right  to  exploit 
(the  right  to  profit  from  the  work  of  others) 
and  as  long  as  there  is  an  exploiting  class 
and  an  exploited  class  whatever  democracy 
exists  will  be  limited  and  heavily  weighted 
in  favour  of  the  exploiters. 

This  right  to  exploit  is  the  main,  central 
right  that  the  capitalists  will  defend  at  all 
costs.  It  is  not  a  right  that  is  easy  to 
justify — consequently  it  is  not  emblazoned 
on  their  banners.  It  is  hidden  behind 
phrases  such  as  “  The  British  way  of  life.” 
It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Atlantic  Charter 
or  the  proposed  World  Declaration  of 
Human  Right.  It  is  assumed  as  a  natural 
normal  underlying  feature  that  does  not 
need  to  be  mentioned. 

This  right  to  exploit  is  the  right  that  the 
capitalists  enjoy  and  which  places  limita¬ 
tions  on  all  the  rights  and  all  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  enjoyed  by  the  workers.  Hence 
democracy  in  the  capitalist  world  is 
democracy  for  the  capitalists  with  the 
workers  only  enjoying  that  democracy 
which  they  have  been  able  to  wrest  from 
the  capitalists  by  centuries  of  struggle. 
The  power  of  the  capitalists  to  limit  the 


to  exploit 

rights  and  opportunities  of  the  workers 
places  the  capitalists,  in  the  final  analysis, 
in  the  position  of  a  dictatorship.  That 
dictatorship  is  occasionally  revealed  when¬ 
ever  the  working  class  press  forward  for 
more  rights  and  opportunities  or  whenever 
the  capitalists  are  in  such  grave  difficulties 
that  they  can  only  save  themselves  by 
robbing  the  workers  of  even  the  limited 
rights  and  opportunities  they  have  enjoyed 
hitherto. 

Hence  when  the  miners  of  Tonypandy 
pressed  forward  in  1910  for  the  right  and 
opportunity  to  enjoy  a  higher  standard  of 
life  it  was  not  discussed  and  voted  upon  by 
all  concerned — the  police  were  armed  and 
the  army  was  called  out  and  the  miners 
were  batoned  into  foregoing  that  right  and 
opportunity. 

When  the  unemployed  in  1932  pressed 
forward  for  the  right  and  opportunity  to 
have  a  job  they  were  not  invited  to  a  con¬ 
ference  to  decide  the  issue  they  were  ridden 
down  by  the  mounted  police. 

In  Nigeria,  Uganda  and  the  Gold  Coast 
workers  are  shot  down  in  cold  blood  when 
they  aim  to  secure  more  rights  and 
opportunities. 


How  capitalist  dictatorship  is  masked 


THIS  dictatorship  can  be  maintained 
more  effectively  if  it  can  be  disguised 
by  a  “  democratic  ”  mask  and  if  the 
workers  can  be  persuaded  that  the  rights 
they  have  won  by  years  of  bitter  and  bloody 
struggle  are  actually  part  of  the  natural 
order  of  things. 

A  part  of  this  “  democratic  ”  mask  is  the 
conception  that  good  government  is  only 
possible  if  the  Government  of  the  day  has 
an  effective  opposition — that  the  minority 
must  always  have  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  the  majority. 

It  follows  from  this  that  should  the 
electorate  one  day  put  a  party  in  office 


with  such  an  overwhelming  majority  that 
there  is  no  effective  opposition — then 
democracy  would  end(!)  As  long  as 
parties  can  continually  replace  each  other 
in  office  and  as  long  as  there  is  no  party 
which  is  consistent  and  genuine  enough  to 
deserve  and  obtain  the  ever  growing  sup¬ 
port  of  the  people  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  parties — -then  we  have  democracy(!) 

As  long  as  this  game  of  “  ins  ”  and 
“  outs  ”  remains  part  of  “  The  British 
way  of  life,”  the  right  to  exploit  also  remains 
part  of  “  The  British  way  of  life.”  The 
capitalist  still  makes  his  profit  and  the 
worker  still  lives  under  the  shadow  of 
insecurity  and  want. 


The  Communists  get  the  keen  edge  of  capitalist 
dictatorship 

IF  a  party  supports  this  “democratic”  exploit  and  formore  rights  and  opportunities 
state  of  affairs  then  no  real  difficulties  for  the  workers  then  every  possible  diffi- 

are  placed  in  its  way  and  it  can  have  rela-  culty  is  placed  in  its  way.  The  other 


tive  freedom  to  be  a  participant  in  the 
“  democratic  ”  contest.  Here  it  needs  to 
be  stressed  that  the  Labour  Party  does  not 
challenge  the  right  to  exploit.  In  recent 
years  and  months  its  leaders  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  justify  profit  making  as  a 
necessary  part  of  the  normal  order  of 
things. 

If  however  a  Party,  like  the  Communist 
Party,  takes  its  stand  against  the  right  to 
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parties  vie  with  one  another  to  discredit 
this  party.  All  the  instruments  of  news 
distribution  and  propaganda  in  the  hands 
of  the  capitalists  are  brought  into  full  blast 
against  this  party  and  the  secret  political 
police  (which  exists  in  the  same  form  and 
iri  the  same  hands  under  the  Labour 
Government  as  it  did  previously)  dog  the 
tracks  of  its  members. 

In  the  field  of  international  politics  the 


capitalists  forget  their  much  advocated 
support  for  “  International  Freedom  of 
Travel  and  Information  ”  when  that 
freedom  is  likely  to  prove  dangerous  for 
them.  Hence  Communist  leaders  and 
other  public  men  are  debarred  from  visiting 
other  lands  and  Communist  publications 
sent  abroad  are  confiscated  by  the  authori¬ 
ties  whenever  such  “  international  travel 
and  information  ”  is  likely  to  undermine 
their  right  to  exploit. 

So  the  existence  of  two  or  more  parties 
(Conservatives,  Liberals  and  Labour  in 
Britain,  Democrats  and  Republicans  in 
U.S.A.),  a  secret  political  police  (M.I.5  in 
Britain,  F.B.I.  in  U.S.A.)  and  restrictions 
on  travel  and  information  to  other  coun¬ 
tries  (Dean  of  Canterbury  refused  ad¬ 
mission  to  U.S.A. ,  Harry  Pollitt  refused 
admission  to  Holland,  Gerhart  Eisler 
refused  the  right  to  return  to  Poland,  the 
banning  of  the  Labour  Monthly  in  Kenya, 
etc.)  are  all  part  of  the  present  day  practices 


of  “  Western  Civilisation.”  These  prac¬ 
tices  are  carried  out  in  defence  of  the  right 
to  exploit  and  to  extend  and  intensify 
exploitation  whenever  that  can  be  done. 

Discrimination  against  Communists 
which,  in  the  post-war  years,  started  with 
the  purge  in  the  Civil  Service  by  the  Labour 
Government,  has  now  become  quite  wide¬ 
spread  in  a  number  of  spheres.  Numerous 
employers  have  taken  this  purge  as  en¬ 
couragement  to  start  purging  Communists 
from  their  employ.  A  new  drive  against 
Communists  has  been  started  in  the 
trade  unions  and  Trades  Councils.  Many 
people  who  are,  or  were  at  one  time, 
friendly  disposed  towards  the  Communists 
have  become  victims  of  this  British  Anti- 
Communist  Witch-Hunt. 

These  attacks  on  Communists  are  a 
measure  of  the  gravity  of  capitalism’s 
crisis. 

The  “  democratic  ”  mask  is  already 
being  moved  away. 


Dictatorship  of  the  working  class  leads  to  universal 
democracy 


NOW  to  return  to  our  opening  para¬ 
graph.  Until  a  few  years  ago  there 
was  class  society  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  position  of  the  classes  however  was 
the  reverse  of  that  in  this  country.  The 
working  class  was  in  power  and  those  that 
were  left  of  the  old  exploiting  class  did  not 
enjoy  the  same  democratic  rights  and 
opportunities  as  the  workers — they  did 
not  stand  in  equal  relation  with  them.  The 
old  exploiting  class  were  denied  the  right 
to  vote,  were  denied  the  right  to  participate 
in  the  organising  and  running  of  affairs. 
Hence  there  existed  the  dictatorship  of  the 
working  class. 

In  a  Socialist  Society  the  dictatorship  of 
the  working  class  over  the  capitalist  class 
means  democracy  for  the  vast  majority  and 
a  denial  of  democracy  for  a  small  minority 
whereas  in  a  capitalist  society  the  dictatorship 
of  the  capitalist  class  over  the  workmg  class 
means  democracy  for  a  small  minority  and 
a  denial  of  democracy  for  the  vast  majority. 

Many  of  the  old  exploiting  class  did  not 
like  being  dictated  to  and  could  not 
reconcile  themselves  to  a  society  where 
they  were  not  free  to  profit  from  other 
people’s  work.  They  sought  to  under¬ 
mine  the  Socialist  Society  which  had 
abolished  the  right  to  exploit.  They 


linked  up  with  all  kinds  of  foreign  agents 
and  spies  sent  into  the  Soviet  Union  from 
the  capitalist  countries  and  conspired  to 
disrupt  the  work  of  building  Socialism  by 
sabotage,  wrecking  and  assassination  and 
thus  prepare  the  ground  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  Soviet  Government  and  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  the  right  to  exploit. 

Fortunately  the  secret  political  police  of 
the  Soviet  Union  rounded  up  these  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  old  order  and  they  were  tried 
and  punished. 

In  1936  when  the  new  Soviet  Consti¬ 
tution  was  introduced  the  Soviet  Govern¬ 
ment  considered  that  the  support  for  the 
Socialist  principles  of  society  were  so  strong 
and  the  old  exploiting  class  had  become  so 
ineffective  that  full  democratic  rights 
could  be  extended  to  all.  The  new  Soviet 
Constitution  not  only  stated  the  rights  of 
citizens  but  it  guaranteed  them.  It  not 
only  stated  these  rights  but  provided  the 
facilities  and  material  prerequisites  necessary 
for  the  exercising  of  these  rights.  Therefore 
democracy  in  the  Soviet  Union,  which  had 
hitherto  been  enjoyed  only  by  the  working 
class  and  denied  the  old  exploiting  class 
became,  with  the  abolition  of  the  exploiting 
class,  universal  and  embracing  all  citizens. 


The  Communist  Party  alone  expresses  the  will  of  the 
working  people 


RIGHT  from  the  time  of  the  October 
Revolution  political  parties  repre¬ 
senting  the  old  exploiting  classes  and 
aiming  to  destroy  the  revolutions  could 
not  be  tolerated  by  the  working  class  in 


power.  In  the  course  of  the  struggle  to 
build  a  new  Socialist  life  the  workers  and 
peasants  rallied  round  the  Communist 
Party  and  turned  their  backs  on  all  other 
parties. 


The  other  parties  became  the  rallying 
centres  of  the  defeated,  discredited  ex¬ 
ploiting  classes,  became  centres  of  intrigue 
and  foreign  espionage.  Consequently  it 
became  necessary  to  outlaw  these  parties. 


The  Communist  Party  alone  expressed 
the  will  of  the  people  who  stood  in  equal 
relation  to  one  another  and  no  genuine  class 
basis  existed  for  the  functioning  of  other 
parties. 


The  Soviet  Union  and  new  democracies  defend  themselves 
against  the  intrigues  of  hostile  states 


WITH  the  new  Soviet  Constitution  and 
the  complete  abolition  of  exploiting 
classes  why  was  it  necessary  to  maintain  a 
state  machine,  armed  forces  and  a  secret 
political  police  ? 

This  was  necessary  because  the  Soviet 
Union  was  at  that  time  (and  still  is — to  a 
much  lesser  extent)  encircled  by  capitalist 
states  many  of  which  were  frankly  hostile 
to  the  Soviet  Union.  To-day  we  are  all 
familiar  with  the  “  cold  war  ”  and  the 
unbridled  campaign  of  lies  and  slander 
against  the  Soviet  Union,  the  Eastern 
European  Democracies  and  the  new  China. 

The  trials  of  spies  and  traitors  that  have 
recently  taken  place  in  Eastern  Europe 
show  how  far  the  capitalist  states  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  go  to  try  and  disrupt  the  new 
advances  that  are  being  made  there. 

It  is  now  becoming  more  and  more  clear 
that  all  kinds  of  “  tourists,”  “  business 
men,”  “  diplomats  ”  and  “  newspaper 
reporters  ”  who  had  previously  been 
permitted  to  travel  freely  to  and  from  the 
new  Democracies  in  Eastern  Europe  were 
not  these  sort  of  people  at  all.  They 
were,  in  fact,  foreign  agents  and  spies  sent 
there  to  get  in  touch  with  the  remnants  of 
the  old  exploiting  class  and  revive  the  basis 
for  capitalist  parties  and  prepare  the 


overthrow  of  these  new  democratic  states 
and  thereby  re-establish  the  right  to 
exploit. 

It  is  not  difficult  therefore  to  understand 
why  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  new 
democracies  in  Eastern  Europe  place 
restrictions  on  travel  across  their  frontiers 
at  the  present  time.  On  the  other  hand 
it  needs  to  be  made  clear  that  genuine 
working  class  and  progressive  delegations 
have  always  been  warmly  welcomed  and 
every  effort  is  made  to  foster  friendship 
between  the  working  people  of  all  lands. 

The  undisguised  hostility  of  the  western 
powers  also  makes  it  easier  to  understand 
why  the  Soviet  Union  is  not  anxious  at  the 
present  time  to  permit  its  own  citizens  to 
travel  freely  abroad.  The  western  powers 
would  be  delighted  to  get  hold  of  a  Soviet 
citizen  who  was  not  strong  enough  to 
resist  the  financial  advantages  of  denoun¬ 
cing  socialism  and  slandering  his  own 
country.  The  U.S.A.  got  hold  of  the 
traitor  Kravchenko  and  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  is  so  anxious  to  get  hold  of  a  Soviet 
citizen  that  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Tasoyev  they  actually  went  to  the  lengths 
of  kidnapping  one.  Lieut.  Colonel  Tas¬ 
oyev  was  not  for  sale  however. 


Two  kinds  of  democracy 


WE  cannot  talk  of  democracy  in  general 
until  a  classless  society  is  established 
— we  can  only  talk  of  democracy  for  a  class. 

The  capitalists  in  power  not  unnaturally 
will  seek  to  defend  democracy  for  their 
class,  the  privileged  position  of  their 
class — their  class  power.  They  will  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  the 
workers  from  getting  politically  en¬ 
lightened,  united  and  strong  enough  to 
challenge  their  class  power.  They  will, 
if  they  think  it  necessary,  and  if  they  can, 
resort  to  open  violent  dictatorship  (fascism) 
to  retain  that  class  power. 

The  workers  in  power  also  not  un¬ 
naturally  will  seek  to  defend  democracy 
for  their  class — their  class  power.  They 
will  do  everything  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  old  exploiting  class  from  establishing 
political  parties,  centres  of  wrecking 
activities  and  spying  for  capitalist  powers 


and  thereby  getting  into  a  position  to 
challenge  the  workers  in  their  new-won 
power. 

The  difference  needs  to  be  underlined. 
Capitalist  democracy  leads  to  fascism,  war, 
the  intensification  of  exploitation  and  suf¬ 
fering  and  want  for  tens  of  millions  of 
human  beings.  Working  class  democracy 
leads  to  classless  universal  democracy,  the 
abolition  of  exploitation  of  man  by  man 
and  the  opening  of  an  era  of  peace  and 
happiness  for  all  mankind. 

But  it  is  not  sufficient  to  believe  in 
democracy  for  the  working  class.  It  is 
necessary  to  work  for  it,  to  strive  and  fight 
for  it  because  only  by  fighting  for  more 
democratic  rights  for  the  workers  within 
the  capitalist  system  can  the  workers 
become  sufficiently  experienced  and  equip¬ 
ped  to  implement  socialist  democracy 
when  they  have  won  political  power. 
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